
Fig. 1. Brick red card of 1870 with October 22, 1870, postmark;
missing period after “iscritto”; and cutting guideline in right
margin.
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The Swiss Federal Council, taking note of Austria's introduction of the world's first
correspondence card in 1869, decreed on July 23, 1870, that it would follow. With the issue of a 5-
centime domestic card on October 1 that year, Switzerland became one of seven more postal
administrations to offer this cheaper form of correspondence by January 1, 1871.

For the new 5-centime card, no essays or
proofs are known.(1) The Swiss Postal
Department chose to copy the same oval design
in use since 1867 for its postal envelopes, based
on an essay by Alexander Hutter, a German
drawing instructor. This design included a dove
above a Swiss cross on a shield, the shield
bracketed by alpine roses and edelweiss, and
these flowers bracketed by 22 stars representing
the number of Swiss cantons at that time (Figure
1).

The upper left corner was the designated
position for this imprinted denomination. A
printed circle occupies the upper right corner,
marking the spot where a postal clerk should
postmark the card. No canceling postmark was
necessary on the imprinted stamp since a
correspondent could neither reuse a card nor cut out the imprinted stamp for use as an adhesive
stamp, according to postal regulations. The upper right corner was also the usual place for a postmark
since letter writers normally affixed adhesive stamps in that location, where a postal clerk needed to
use his canceler.

A private association within the Federal Mint, formed by Albert Escher, the mint's director,
was responsible for producing the new card. (Albert Escher is not to be confused with Alfred Escher,
the Swiss statesman and railroad promoter commemorated on a 1932 Swiss stamp for the 50th
anniversary of the St. Gotthard line and its famous tunnel.) Because the mint had no special printing
machines for cards, the association ordered 5 million from the Bern printing firm of Stämpfli &
Company, the estimated number for a year's supply. Stämpfli used paper from the Biberist Paper Mill
in Biberist, employed typography to print sheets of 36 cards in a six by six layout, and delivered them
to the mint. The mint cut the sheets into single cards and packaged them into groups of 100 for
delivery to post offices. In 1882 the printing firm of Rieder & Simmen in Bern(?) took over from
Stämpfli. When Rieder & Simmen went out of business (date unknown), R6sch & Schatzmann, also in
Bern, became the printer.(2)

(Continued on page 5)
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From the President's
Album:

by Harlan F. Stone
To encourage Liechtenstein exhibits at

our PIPEX convention in May, Paul Tremaine,
the editor of Liechtenstudy , has sent our criteria
for exhibit awards to all members of this AHPS-
related group. Our traditional Friday afternoon
seminar during our convention can support this
invitation by focusing on philatelic connections
between Switzerland and Liechtenstein. For
example, bring your stamps and covers that
show the use of Swiss stamps in this neighbor-
ing country.

Two AHPS members in Switzerland have
spotted a mistake on page 12 of our new booklet
Swiss Stamps — Something for Everyone. Auc-
tioneer Rolf R^lli and Expertiser Pierre Guinand
have pointed out that, in Figures 31 and 32, the
spots at the top corners of the stamp are excess
ink and not signs of a double entry. We have
already substituted another image in our nearly
completed book with the same title. To print a
correction and insert it in thousands of booklets
still packed in boxes would require a tremen-
dous effort in time and labor, so we have decided
to make this announcement our only correction
notice. If you already have a supply of booklets
for distribution, be sure to tell any questioning
recipients that we have corrected the future
book.

The word is out that AHPS has success-
fully obtained Internal Revenue Service ap-
proval as a tax-exempt educational organization.
So far two other societies have sought guidance
from Vice President Bruce Marsden on how he
handled our application so successfully: the
American Society of Polar Philatelists and the
Errors Freaks Oddities Collectors' Club.

Our monthly caption contest has ended
after only four cycles for lack of interest and en-
tries, a disappointment to me. I had great fun
entering one or two captions each month, the
only AHPS member who took up the challenge
every month.

At the Mega-Event exhibition in New
York last October, I discovered a new use for the
AHPS website. One of the judges of one of my
exhibits had prepared himself by finding and

printing out an article I wrote on the same sub-
ject for Tell several years ago. Not surprisingly
he said my exhibit followed the article very
closely.

GABRA V, the Swiss all-postal stationery
exhibition, will be held next October 9-11 in
Bern. As usual with this occasional show (
GABRA IV was in 2001), there will be displays
of all types of postal stationery but no judging.
Also acceptable are revenue stamps, perfins and,
because this show will mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the UPU monument in Bern, any postage
stamps commemorating the UPU, especially the
monument. George Schild, the exhibition's com-
missioner, invites fellow AHPS members to
participate. I can send the regulations and en-
try form if you are interested. See page 2 for my
addresses.

AHPS at PIPEX 2009
by George Struble

PIPEX 2009 will be May 22, 23, and 24 at
the Doubletree Hotel Lloyd Center in Portland,
OR, and will host our next AHPS convention.
The Show hours will be 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Sunday. PIPEX will include over 200
frames of exhibits, over thirty dealers, including
the United States Postal Service, a large youth
program, a "Grandma's Attic" booth to answer
questions and provide free appraisals, a silent
auction, first day covers, and seminars and
meetings sponsored by participating societies
but open to the public. Admission is free to the
public.

PIPEX is an APS World Series of Philat-
ely show. Its stamp exhibits are judged by an
American Philatelic Society (APS) certified
panel of judges. The exhibit winning the Grand
Award will be eligible to compete in the Cham-
pion of Champions competition at the APS
StampShow August 6 to 9, 2009 in Pittsburgh,
PA. The prospectus and application forms can
be downloaded from the website
www.nwfedstamps.org ; they are also available
from the exhibits chair Tony Wawrukiewicz, P O
Box 19568, Portland, OR 97280, or
tonywaw@spiritone.com, or from me. We are
advised that the frames for PIPEX exhibits will
fill up, so it's time to apply to show our exhibits.
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Besides AHPS, other participating socie-
ties holding meetings include
• the United Postal Stationery Society
• the Auxiliary Markings group

There will also be meetings of the Ameri-
can Air Mail Society (AAMS) and the American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors (AAPE).

The Doubletree Hotel is at 1000 NE
Multnomah Street, Portland, OR 97232, right
next to Lloyd Center. The special rate for park-
ing is $3. The phone number for reservations is
1-800-996-0510. The special room rates (be sure
to mention PIPEX 2009) are $99Inight for a sin-
gle room and $109 for a double room (plus tax of
12.5%). Reservations must be made by April 21,
2009.

The Doubletree is half a block from a
Max light rail line station, which provides easy
access from downtown or from Portland Airport.
Those of us over age 65 can use the "Honored
Citizen" rate of 95 cents on Max. There is also
easy access from I-5 and I-84.

AHPS will host a seminar Friday after-
noon at 2:00. The focus of this seminar will be
Swiss philatelic connections to Liechtenstein.
Our seminar is always an enjoyable information-
sharing session with lots of "show and tell" and
"show and ask."

We will have an informal AHPS dinner at
The Rheinlander German restaurant Friday
evening. Don't be surprised if we are invited to

join the singing by the strolling musicians!
Please tell me you are coming, so I can reserve
the right space at the restaurant.

Saturday morning at 10:00 will be our
normal business meeting, and we look forward
to a swap session Sunday morning.

Watch this space for details about the
PIPEX Awards Banquet Saturday evening.

PIPEX is an official partner in the Ore-
gon 150 sesquicentennial project. This state-
wide project brings Oregonians together to
appreciate the past, celebrate the present, and
imagine the future.

Plan to come; we'll have a good time!

Member News
by George Struble

Roger Heath no longer works for TSA,
but changed to work for a private security com-
pany which provides security for a large private
estate in Kona (which he can't name). He pretty
much walks on the shoreline preventing people
from trespassing onto the private estate. He
says the weather is wonderful and he's outdoors
every work day looking at tropical fish in a la-
goon and watching birds fly around in the trees.
He uses a lot of sunblock. This week the
weather has been in the 80°s. Doesn't this
sound like your dream job?!

Roger has prepared a new exhibit on Ho-
tel Schweizerhof in Lucerne; you can view it at
http:IIwww.ilhawaii.netI—rheathIschweizerhofIframe1.html

Ian Gilchrist tells us that he joined the
Leeds Philatelic Society as a young boy and has
been a member for over 50 years. The Society is
one of the oldest in the UK and Ian has been its
patron for over 30 years. October and November
have been very busy months; he travelled to
Germany and viewed over 200 lots in the Dr.
Soderberg sale, so that he could advise a number
of customers on quality and desirability of pur-
chase. Due to the recent change in the Dollar
exchange rate against the Pound Sterling, he
has seen a considerable increase in purchases by
his American customers.

Dick Hall and his wife took a trip to the
Turks and Caicos islands in November. But
Dick Barton and his  (continued on page 14)
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Fig. 2. Rose card of 1873 with new denomination design, new
ornamental border design and misspelled “communicazione”.

The chief production variety to be found
on this issue involves the same /talian text re-
serving the back for written communications.
There are four versions of the word "communi-
cazioni", all in the final letter. First came a mis-
spelling with an "e", its earliest recorded use
being February 26. An attempted correction that
partly removed the incorrect letter resulted in a
"c" (ERU of May 10). Next came the printing of
the correct spelling with an "i" (ERU of Septem-
ber 4).(3) Finally there appeared a plate fault

Switzerland's Postal Cards 1870-1905
(Continued from page 1) Although the public could buy the cards at face value in any quantity,

anticipated sales at first fell far below the annual expectation: only 220,000 a month during the rest of
1870 and an average of fewer than 145,000 a month throughout 1871. However, with the introduction
of a 1c charge over face value for each postal envelope on July 1, 1877, the demand for postal cards
rose dramatically, reaching 6,800,000 in 1878.

A distinguishing feature of the first issue is a change in color from brick red to rose-carmine.
The Zumstein catalog (2) lists these as two separate cards, and it gives the rose-carmine color the first
catalog number. Based on earliest recorded uses, however, the brick red color should be No. 1. /t is
recorded with an 0ct. 6 postmark and the rose-carmine with Nov. 6.

Another feature of this issue involves " iscritto", the last word in the /talian text that reads "The
reverse of the card is reserved for written communications". /n both colors it exists normally with a
following period and abnormally without the period.

Because of uneven cutting, the size of the two cards varies from 120 to 124 mm in width (2)
(one in my collection measures only 118 mm) and from 82 to 85 mm in height. Vertical lines 16 mm
long between the individual cards served as guidelines for accurate cutting of the sheets into the sepa-
rate cards. A dramatically mis-cut card showing part of the ornamental border of a neighboring card
has revealed that the normal width between the borders was 11 mm, providing a 5% mm margin for
each card outside its own border. A colored dot in the lower left or right corner of a card is believed to
designate a corner sheet margin. (1)

Many plate faults in the 5c value imprint, ornamental border, tri-lingual texts and wavy line
under the "Carte-correspondance" heading permit plating of the 36 positions on a sheet of cards. The
most noticeable fault is probably the wavy line when it is completely missing.

For a new rose-colored card issued in
January 1873, the Postal Department chose new
designs for the 5c imprinted stamp and the or-
namental border (Figure 2). Central to the oval
denomination design is the figure of value
crowned by the Swiss cross on a shield, all sur-
rounded by the same 22 stars representing the
cantons. Printing included simultaneous typog-
raphy and embossing, the method that continued
through the 1905 issue. (/n 1873 the Postal De-
partment also adopted this design for the second
issue of its Swiss postal wrapper bands.)

Fig. 3. Brown card of 1874, with new combinations of German,
French and Italian texts.
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Fig. 4. Black card of 1879 with tri-lingual “postal card” heading
and double embossing of denomination and shield.

Fig. 5. Carmine card of 1879 with tri-lingual “Universal Postal
Union” heading and blue “Specimen” overprint.

showing no dot over both the second and third (final) "i".

/n January 1874, the same card appeared in a new color varying from reddish brown to dark
brown. The same problem with undotted "i"s persisted. / have cards with all three "i"s dotted, only
the first dotted, and only the second dotted.

Complaints from business and industry that the first cards were too small and thin led to lar-
ger, thicker 5c brown and 10c red cards (of varying thickness) in April 1874 (Figure 3). Printed only
32 to a sheet in a four-across and eight-high layout, they each measure from 138 to 145 mm in width
and 92 to 95 mm in height. Although the imprinted stamp remained the same, the design for the or-
namental border changed again. The previous German/French//talian trilingual text near the top
became only German//talian bilingual, and only French was used to add a capital "A" (meaning "to")
at the beginning of the first address line for the name of the recipient. However, a trilingual " in/à/a"
preceded the third address line for the name of the town or city destination.

This issue contained three cards, including not only another 5c single card, but also Switzer-
land's first 5c double card, labeled as such in German and French along the sides, and printed on the
first and fourth sides, with a prepaid response half for use by the recipient. The third card was Swit-
zerland's first 10c card for international correspondence without supplemental postage. /nitially Swiss
correspondents could use this card to only seven countries with special pre-Universal Postal Union
agreements accepting it on a voluntary basis.

The single 5c and 10c cards were reissued
in February 1875 without the trilingual  in/à/a
before the third address line. The color for the
10c changed slightly, from red to brick red.
These two cards were further simplified in May
1875 with the elimination of the decorative bor-
der and the "A" before the first address line. The
brown of the 5c varies from red-brown to black-
brown, and the red of the 10c from brick red to
dark red.

For the February 1879 issue, the French
heading for "correspondence card" gave way to a
trilingual heading for "postal card" on a single
5c card and a double 5c card for domestic use,
both printed in black instead of various shades
of brown. The 5c includes a well-known double embossing, one inverted, of the denomination and
shield (Figure 4). A unique version on handmade paper in my collection, with irregular edges all
around, is the basis for a listing in the Zumstein catalog.(2)

/n the case of this issue's 10c card, the trilingual heading became "Universal Postal Union"
and the single card (Figure 5) was complemented
by a similar double card, Switzerland's first for
international use, printed on the first and fourth
sides. Both are colored carmine.

The 5c and 10c double cards were reissued
in April 1884 but with the reply halves printed
on the third instead of the fourth side. The Zum-
stein catalog states that only postmark dates be-
fore April 1 can distinguish the February 1879
versions from these later ones after the two
halves have been separated, even though the
catalog says the 10c color changed from carmine
in 1879 to red in 1884.

(Continued on page 12)
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Carbon side of the same card
(reduced furher)

Letter to the Editor

Folded-out FTP card

The article by Menuz and Bell in the No-
vember TELL describing these "FTP's" brought
me back to my youth. My father managed a
small engineering office in the house we were
living and mother did the typing for the com-
pany. She too was using these type of cards that
one could purchase in blank form at the local
paper ware store (Papeterie).

What I remember best about them, is
that they were a three layer card. Fused to the
top card, were a carbon paper and a lightweight
"copy" paper. After typing, the "card" was sepa-
rated from carbon and copy paper along the per-
foration on top (and bottom), folded, sealed and
franked and put in the mail. The carbon paper
was discarded and the "copy" filed at the appro-
priate place.

This is where I come in: I would collect
these carbon papers for use when I wanted to
copy writing or a drawing. Although produced
for single use, they were still better than the
used up carbon paper that my mother discarded
from her work.

Looking through my items, I found one

card that has the car-
bon applied to the back
of the card. The copy
paper was stuck to the
glue strip along the
edge of the card that,
after removing and
folding, made the mail-
ing piece complete
(both sides of my card
are shown). The popu-
larity of the cards was
that in one process one
could write the whole
card and have a copy
of the message, including addressee. The
punched holes in many of the cards show that it
was often important information that needed to
be filed! One of my cards is a "cash collection"
bill that would have become a receipt, had it
been paid.

Fritz Graf

Robert Bell adds:

Postcards with self impregnated carbon
were seen in mainly Switzerland and Bohemia
and Moravia. It appears that Mr. Graf's mother
was using the postcards bought from stationers
without any printed identification of the com-
pany sending. When these were purchased, of-
ten a rubber stamp or address adhesive was
used with name and contact information.

Similar blank cards (called Halbfertig-
ware by one of the German manufacturers) were
supplied by the printers prior to the order being
printed up and sent to a company.
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First Day: Dec. 1, 1942
Designer: Karl Bickel
Printer: Swiss PTT
Issue: 3,316,239

First Day:May 3, 1983
Designer: Hans Hartmann
Engraver: Max Muller

Printer: Swiss PTT

Who's Who on Swiss Stamps:
Niklaus Riggenbach,
inventor

by Rudy Schaelchli
Niklaus August Rig-
genbach was born in
Gebweiler (Alsace) on
May 21, 1817. From
1840 on he worked on
the first locomotives by
Lessler in Karlsruhe,
where he advanced
from monteur to direc-
tor. From 1853 to 1873
he was director of the
main plant of the Swiss
Federal Railways in
Olten, where he also
constructed the first
arched railroad bridge made of steel in the
world, in 1854. He developed the concept of the
rack and pinion railway that he patented in
France in 1863.
The Large Council
of Canton Luzern
gave him permis-
sion on June 9,
1869 to build a rail-
way to the Rigi
(5900 ft). Riggen-
bach formed a com-
pany and the 1250
shares were sold
out on the first day.
The construction
started mid-
September. 	 The

French-German war held up the delivery of
some of the cars and rails and the first European
mountain railway line with rack and pinion
drive was opened on June 21, 1871. The final
leg to the Rigi-Kulm was completed on July 23,
1873.

Interesting among the technical informa-
tion: the rails are 4.6 feet wide; rail length about
10,000 feet; steepest climb 25% with an average
of 19%. After 100 years of service, transporting
over 17,000,000 tourists, 95% of the toothed
racks were still in use the way they were origi-
nally installed by Riggenbach. He died in Olten
on July 25, 1899.

AHPS Elections
Page 2 shows our officers for 2009-2010.

We welcome our new regional trustee, Dana
Nielsen while we thank Donn Lueck for his good
efforts as regional director for many years.

As your editor writes this, the election re-
sults have not been counted, so like the other
pundits in the media, I am calling the election
results "based on exit polls" ;)
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Profile of a Stamp Col-
lector: Steve Turchik

Steve Turchik's friends were thrilled for
him when at ROPEX last May he won not only
the AHPS Grand award but the ROPEX Grand
award for his stellar exhibit of Strubels. This
recognition had been quite a while in the mak-
ing for this retired high school
and junior college business
educator. Because he is such
an avid philatelist, one friend
recently asked why he had not
held more office in philatelic
circles. His reply was that his
time was spent mostly in ser-
vice to the public in other ways
in service organizations.

Still, Steve is a past
editor of TELL and past VP of
AHPS. Steve was also Vice
President of the Ventura
County Philatelic Society
where he served as exhibits
chairman, bulletin editor, and
MC for many years for year-
end programs featuring foreign exchange stu-
dents, amongst other jobs.

As a kid, Steve had a paper route. One
man on his route would give him just enough
money to buy the latest stamps that were arriv-
ing at the post office. Steve would buy each set,
but he never had enough money to save the
highest value stamp—and so the beginning of
his philatelic dream.

Steve was in the merchant marine in
World War II, and graduated from Kent State
University.

Of the many organizations Steve belongs
to his main efforts have been with the Santa
Paula Optimist Club in which he served as
president, and was the Optimist of the Year, and
he once coached the Optimist Junior Stamp
Club for 178 straight Saturdays. For several
years, Steve produced the Miss Santa Paula
Pageant program, part of the Miss California
pageant which was produced by the local club.
This marks the 46th year of working the annual
Optimist Christmas Parade.

He served as Grand Knight in the

Knights of Columbus, and was honored as
Knight of the Year for his efforts in putting to-
gether the best bulletin in the State of Califor-
nia. With the local International Order Of The
Odd Fellows, Steve served both as the Noble
Grand and District Deputy Grand Master in ad-
dition to being the bulletin editor for several
years. Additionally, Steve served five years on
the Santa Paula Elementary School Board and

another five years on the Boys
and Girls Club of Santa Paula.
At his church, Steve served as
an usher for 27 years.

During his working
years, Steve Served as the
Chairman of the Business De-
partment at Santa Paula High
School, and was one of the
founders and Treasurer of the
Ventura County Business
Educator Association which
held yearly meetings at the
different college campuses
each year. At Santa High
School Steve was advisor to a
80-plus member Service Club.
Early on in is his education

career, Steve worked part time for five years as
an accounting instructor at Ventura Junior Col-
lege.

Steve is also a life member of Society of
the Arts, and he served as its treasurer for a pe-
riod of almost six years, as well as setting up the
annual art exhibit at the local library each year.

For several years in the late 1970's Steve
was listed in Who's Who in the West, and he was
honored by the Knights of Columbus at its 1993
Civic Night program as a Civic Leader of the
Year.

Although Steve in his life time travels
has been to over 40 countries of the world, he
has never been to Switzerland, which has been
his favorite philatelic interest area for close to
50 years. He is currently exhibiting at both
FLOREX and FILATELIC FIESTA.

Because of his advancing age and taking
care of his wife, Wilma, who suffered a stroke
and dementia several years ago, he now has lit-
tle time to spend at philatelic interests. But he
has treasured his participation in our annual
AHPS conventions.
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Fig. 1. K-cancel 939a Fig. 2. Protest cover

Fig. 3. Adaptation of
K-cancel

Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

Those of you who have
even glanced at my column have
probably noticed the long lists of
closing post offices in each col-
umn. Thanks to Fritz Graf we
now have evidence that the
Swiss don't take kindly to these
closings. Fritz found a cover in
an accumulation he came across
which shows how the people of Enges in canton

Neuchâtel are fighting back. The post office at Enges was closed on Novem-
ber 29, 2003, and K-cancel K 939a (Figure 1) was last used on that date.
Figure 2 is a cropped section of the envelope showing a 2087 Cornaux circu-
lar date stamp cancelling the stamps, but look to the left! Figure 3 is an
enlargement of that marking. 1t appears they took the old K-cancel, stripped
out the date portion, and inserted the words "Village privé de posté" (loosely,
a village deprived of a post office). A very clever use of an old K-canceller.

Those of you who are collectors of railway cancels or are train buffs,
there is a new web site, http://swisstrains.ch/,  that you will find interesting.
The site provides the real-time location of every train en route in Switzerland along with every train
stop. Not exactly, but based on the punctuality of Swiss trains, the "real-time" location is actually
where the train should be if it is on schedule. What is truly fascinating is the ability to follow the
train through the countryside via aerial (or satellite) photographs with the train's position superim-
posed. You can watch a train plunge into the spiral tunnels of the Gotthard line and later re-emerge
into the sunlight. Take a look at the site, you'll find yourself whiling away the hours following a train.

Fig. 4. K-cancel 1536c	 Lyss Cancel	 Neftenbach Cancel 	 BeroMünster Cancel

Swiss Post is putting into service a new K-cancel (K 1536c) (Figure 4) for the Bern Philatelic
Office on January 5, 2009. 1n addition, three special cancels will be used from January 3 through De-
cember 31, 2009, to commemorate anniversaries of three towns: the 1000th anniversary of Lyss (Figure
5), the 800th anniversary of Neftenbach (Figure 6), and the 500th anniversary of the Auffahrtsumritt
(Ascension Day procession) in Beromünster (Figure 7).

Swiss Post also announced the quantities issued of the 2007 Pro Patria stamps:
85c + 40c Via Jacobi 	 900,000
85c + 40c Via Jura 	 700,000
1fr + 50c Via Gottardo 	 800,000
1fr + 50c Via Cook 	 800,000

Here is the latest installment in the post offices closings and changes.

1. On October 18, 2008, the post office at 6068 Melchsee-Frutt (canton Obwalden) was closed
[assumed by 6060 Sarnen 2 Büntenpark] [K-cancel 466a was last used on that date]
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2. On November 8, 2008, the post office at 8637 Laupen (canton Zürich) was closed
[assumed by 8636 Wald]

3. On November 13, 2008, the post office at 5246 Scherz (canton Aargau) was closed
[assumed by 5242 Birr-Lupfig]

4. On November 14, 2008, the post office at 8061 Zürich 61 Hirzenbach (canton Zürich) was closed
[assumed by 8050 Zürich]

5. On November 15, 2008, the post office at 1891 Vérossaz (canton Valais) was closed
[assumed by 1870 Monthey]

6. On November 22, 2008, the post office at 7082 Vaz/Obervaz (canton  Graubünden) was closed
[assumed by 7078 Lenzerheide/Lai]

7. On November 25, 2008, the post office at 7306 Fläsch (canton  Graubünden) was closed
[assumed by 7310 Bad Ragaz] [K-cancel 1459 was last used on that date]

8. On November 27, 2008, the post office at 8414 Buch am 1rchel (canton Zürich) was closed
[assumed by 8416 Flaach] [K-cancel 1242 was last used on that date]

9. On November 29, 2008, the following post offices were closed:
6827 Brusino Arsizio (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6826  Riva San Vitale]

[K-cancel 615b was last used on that date]
9633 Hemberg (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9125 Brunnadern]

[K-cancel 171b was last used on that date]
8235 Lohn (canton Schaffhausen) [assumed by 8240 Thayngen]

[K-cancel 1206 was last used on that date]
9426 Lutzenberg (canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9424 Rheineck]
4539 Rumisberg (canton Bern) [assumed by 4537 Wiedlisbach]

[K-cancel 893a was last used on that date]

10. On December 5, 2008, the post office at 7232 Furna (canton Graubünden) was closed
[assumed by 7232 Furna (?)]

11. On December 6, 2008, the post office at 1905 Dorénaz (canton Valais) was closed
[assumed by 1904 Vernayaz]

12. On December 12, 2008, the following post offices were closed:
6356 Rigi Kaltbad (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6354 Vitznau]

[K-cancel 611 was last used on that date]
7407 Trans (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7418 Tumegl/Tomils]

13. On December 13, 2008, the post office at 7307 Jenins (canton  Graubünden) was closed
[assumed by 7310 Bad Ragaz]

14. On December 18, 2008, the post office at 7147 Vignogn (canton  Graubünden) was closed
[assumed by 7144 Vella]

15. On December 30, 2008, the post office at 3947 Ergisch (canton Valais) was closed
[assumed by 3940 Steg]

16. On December 31, 2008, the following post offices were closed:
5017 Barmelweid (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5000 Aarau]
3065 Bolligen Station (canton Bern)

[assumed by 3072 Ostermundigen] [K-cancel 1455 was last used on that date]
4101 Bruderholz (Kantonsspital) (canton Basel-Landschaft) [assumed by 4002 Basel 2]
1063 Chapelle-sur-Moudon (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1510 Moudon]
7112 Duvin (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7112 Duvin (?)]
3619 Eriz (canton Bern) [assumed by 3614 Unterlangenegg]
7560 Martina (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7558 Strada]
7029 Peist (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7028 St. Peter]
7427 Urmein (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7430 Thusis]

1 think this is the longest list yet. Let's see how many follow Enges' example.
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Fig. 7. Black card of 1888 with Italian text “for address only”
running up instead of down the right side.

Switzerland's Postal Cards 1870-1905
(Continued from page 6) The

1888-89 issue brought even more com-
plexity with addition of text reading "for
address only", printed up the left side in
French, across the top in German, and
down the right side in 1talian. The
French phrase ran 37 or 40 mm in
length, the German 311/2 or 331/2 mm, and
the 1talian 43 or 46 mm. Because of dif-
ferent combinations of printing lengths,
there were eight possible combinations.
However, only seven "types" are known
(Figure 6). The different issues of cards
during 1888/89-1905 exist with as many
as six different types and as few as only
one.

Type 	 Left 	 Top 	Right

I 	37 mm 	311/2 mm 	 43 mm
	II 	37 mm 	331/2 mm 	 46 mm
	V 	37 mm 	311/2 mm 	 46 mm
	IV 	40 mm 	311/2 mm 	 46 mm
	VII 	40 mm 	311/2 mm 	 43 mm
	III 	40 mm 	331/2 mm 	 46 mm
	VI 	40 mm 	331/2 mm 	 43 mm

	Left:	 C6t6 reserve à l'adresse
	Top: 	Nur für die Adresse
	Right:	 Lato riservato all' indirizzo

Fig. 6. Table of “for address only” text combinations based on millimeter
lengths.

The 1888-89 issue, printed in black or car-
mine, comprised single 5c and 10c cards and dou-
ble 5c and 10c cards printed on the first and third
sides. The double 5c card with the 1talian text
running up instead of down the right-hand side on
the first half is scarce (Figure 7). The single 10c
card infrequently has a missing period after the
"Carte postale" heading.

1n 1890 the Postal Department added print-
ing dates and quantities on the lower left corners
of each of the same four cards it repeated from the
previous issue. The 10c double card, for example,
bears the information "V11.90 — 48,000" (Figure 8)
showing the small number printed in July 1890
due to its relatively infrequent use, and explaining
the relative scarcity of this card, which exists in
only one type and had only one printing. The print-

ing information for the 5c double card, also printed only once, is " I .91 — 120,000." The first half of this
card exists with no period at the end of the 1talian "for address only".

Fig. 8. Red double card of 1890 (left 1 st side, right 3rd side) with printing date and quantity at lower left.
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Fig. 11. Black card of 1905 with box for sender’s address at
lower left.

1n 1892 the design of the imprinted stamp changed (Figure 9). The numeral and cross became
smaller, the outer oval turned into a double instead of a single line, the cross and shield added out-
lines, and the shield took on a different shape with a pointed bottom. The leaner cross made the Swiss
symbol correct from a heraldic point of view. (Swiss postal wrapper bands did not adopt these changes
until 1897.)

Fig. 9. Black card of 1892 with missing “ die” in German text
“for address only”.

Fig. 10. Black card of 1892 with wrong printing date of May
1906 and postmark of August 25, 1905

The printing quantities for the single 5c and
10c cards became enormous, especially for the 5c
domestic card. The Zumstein catalog lists 54 print-
ings for the 5c Type 111 and another 15 printings for
the Type 1V. My copy of the 51st printing of the
Type 111 in February 1905 shows that the print run
reached 6,720,000 to keep up with demand at the
height of postal card popularity at the turn of the
19th-20th century. My copy is also missing the
"die" in the German text "for address only" (Figure
9). The 52nd printing totaled another 4,800,000 but
in this case the printing date on the card was
wrong. 1t says "V 06" instead of "V 05" even though
the final printing took place in "1X 05" (Figure 10).
Another mistake shows "POstcarte"in the heading.

1n the case of the 10c cards, the single card also has a wrong date of "1V 06" for 1V 00", and the
double card has printing dates of "V 92" and "V111 92" on the second half (abnormal) as well as the
first half. (4)
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The 1905 issue, the last in the "classic" period of Swiss definitive postal cards, added a box in
the lower left portion of the 5c black single card and 10c red single card, designating space for the op-
tional address of the sender. Within the box are trilingual instructions on its purpose and three lines
for the address. To make room for the box, the Postal Department shifted the printing date and quan-
tity information to the lower right corner (Figure 11).

Excluded from this survey of early definitive Swiss postal cards are two commemorative issues,
a 5c card in 1893 for the 50th anniversary of the first postage issue in Switzerland, the Zurich 4- and
6-rappen cantonal stamps; and 5c and 10c cards in 1900 for the 25th anniversary of the Universal
Postal Union, which was founded in Bern, the Swiss capital. Also outside the scope of this article are
examples of definitive cards with private supplemental printing by advertisers and special event or-
ganizers.
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Karl Bickel: a follow-
up

by George Struble
The September TELL showed some of

Karl Bickel's sketches for the 1936 definitive
series. 1n its fall issue, Focus on Stamps, pub-
lished by Swiss Post, mostly about new Swiss
issues, reports an exhibition on works by Karl
Bickel. The exhibition was at "museumbickel",
in Walenstadt. The material in the exhibition
was meticulously compiled over many years by
Heinrich Moser of Chur. The "museumbickel"
itself developed out of the Karl Bickel Founda-

tion; it shows contemporary art in addition to
Bickel's work. This particular exhibition closed
in October, so you can't jump on a plane and
take a look. The article tells us that between
1923 and 1965, Bickel created about 550
stamps for the Swiss PTT, of which 100 were
eventually issued. Bickel also designed stamps
for Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, and Portugal.
1 believe 1 have read that his most cherished
assignment was the 1945 Pax set; 1 find that
set deeply moving.

Member News
(continued from page 4) wife, Carole, had to
cancel a trip to Nepal in October due to the
stock market turmoil. Dick's investment man-
agement business took priority over his love for
the mountains and his desire to trek in the
Himalayas. However they are planning to at-
tend the AHPS convention at P1PEX.

The purpose of this column is to build
community among us by sharing news that
helps us relate to each other as people —
friends! — not just as fellow collectors. So
please give me news of yourself or AHPS mem-
ber friends.
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